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Landy	James’	Gymnasium	to	Get	Makeover	
       By Junaper Swanson 
 
   The staff of    
La Conner 
School District 
has announced 
that the idea of 
giving the high 
school gym a 
makeover is 
being 
considered. The 
gym’s first year in 
use was 1984-
1985, and the staff feels it is time for an upgrade. No decisions 
are definite, but there are many possible options that fit in the 
budget. Replacing the bleachers is towards the top of list, due to 
safety issues. The school is currently working with the Swinomish 
tribe for funds to upgrade the bleachers. There are plans to install 
handles to decrease the safety issues. The scoreboard is also 
possibly being replaced. It is outdated, and has broken in the past. 
The lights have already been upgraded to LED lights. Money has 
been saved upon this change, and now the lights are much faster 
to come on. The lights at the elementary school have also been 
upgraded to LED, and with positive results. Padding in the high 
school is being looked at as well. Some coaches throughout the 
district have also begun considering redone locker rooms, for the 
future. To complete the possible makeover, a new stereo system 
may be installed. The music at games and the microphone of the 
announcer will be much louder and clearer. There would be four 
speakers on each side of the gym, and the microphone will be 
able to override the music, to help the announcer be better heard. 
Overall, the district wants to achieve a home court feel with this 
makeover, and be able to be fully proud of our high school gym. 
Thanks to the staff of La Conner School District for maintaining 
the gym as well as they have, and for considering this major 
upgrade!  
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     Teacher	Feature,	Starring…Mrs.Tripp!	
By Allison Hill 

   I got the opportunity to interview our new 7th grade 
math-
teacher 
Mrs. 
Tripp. 
As a 
new 
teacher 
at  La 
Conner 
Middle 
School, 
she 
finds it 
to be an 
exciting 
experience.  Here are some questions she  answered 
to help us get to know her. 
 
Q: How long have you been teaching? 
A: Teaching for 5 years and Coaching/Aid/Sub for 20 
years. 
 
Q: What got you into teaching? Why?  
A: I started working with kids, and it just snowballed 
from there.  
 
Q: What is something that inspires you? Why?    
A: The outdoors because it makes you more 
observant and appreciate the little things. 
 
Q: What is something you enjoy doing on your 
free time? A: Hiking, fishing and sports. 
 
Q: What is your favorite childhood memory? 
A: When I was about 10 or 11, we rented ponies for 
the summer. My sisters and I got to ride all summer. 
 
Q: Who is part of/in your family? 
A: My husband Shawn, my daughter Elisabeth, who 
graduated from La Conner, and Spencer who is a 
junior here.  
 
Q: What is one life lesson you've learned? 
A: To pause before acting or making a decision and 
to put yourself in others’ shoes before judging. 
 
Q: Anything else you would like us to know about 
you? A: I look forward to seeing all the different 
people walk through the door, and be able to 
reconnect with the La Conner community. 
 

6th	Grade:	Get	to	Know	
Al	Sampson	

By Kali Adams 

  
Q: Do you have any pets? If so, what are their 
names? A: I have two dogs, Bear and Captain. 
 
Q: If you were an animal what would you be? 
A: I would be a bear. 
 
Q: What is your favorite food and candy? 
A: My favorite food is lasagna, and my favorite 
candy is Milky Way. 
 
Q: What are some of your hobbies?  
A: Sleeping. 
 
Q: If you could have any superpower, what 
would it be? A: It would be the superpower to 
time travel. 
 
Q: Who do you live with/ who is in your 
family? 
A: My family is my mom, dad, brother Troy, and 
sisters Lorena and Loren. 
 
Q: What is your dream job? 
A: My dream job is to go into the army. 
 
Q: If you could go anywhere where would you 
go? A: I would go to Egypt. 
 
Q: What is your favorite sport? 
A: My favorite sport is basketball. 
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La	Conner	Tidbits:		Did	You	Know?	
By Chason Gudmundson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• There are 20 restaurants in La Conner. 
 

• La Conner has three bridges within the “city” limits. 
 

• In 2016, the population of La Conner was 936 people. 
 

• In 2016, the number of students enrolled in the LCSD was 631. 
 

• On average there are 366 boat tied down in La Conner. 
 

• In the La Conner Marina there is about 2,400 linear feet of rope to tie down boats. 
 

• The Rainbow Bridge is 797 feet long and has a clearance of 75 feet and 9 inches.  
 

• Forty-two teachers teach in the La Conner School District.  
 

GIRL SCOUT COOKIES!! 
Girl Scouts are selling cookies! 
They are $5 a box or 4 for $20. 
Find Mia Carlton to buy your cookies. 

Class	Feature:		Garage	Band	
              By Cameron Neal and Ray Baker 

Garage Band is a 7th period elective class taught by Mr. 
Cicotte. In this class, students make songs out of sounds as 
well as samples, which are small parts of songs. Loops can be 
used to add sounds to a song, such as different beats or piano 
notes. The class has several assignments, such as: making a 2-
4 minute song, or making a song with samples from Youtube videos. The members of the class 
work on their songs independently, and when they finish, they share their creations with Mr. 
Cicotte through Google Classroom. From there, the song may get put on the class album, which is 
a collection of the best songs in the class. Garage Band is a lot of fun, and recommended for 
anyone who likes to make music! 
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Middle	School	Sports:		Girls’	Basketball	
By Junaper  Swanson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Middle School girls’ basketball team traveled to Orcas Island for their first game of the 

season. Both the 7th and 8th grade teams returned to La Conner with a win. The 8th grade team, 

coached by Mr. Carrigan, won 33-9, with Aubrie Sloniker scoring a team high of 16 points. Junaper 

Swanson added 11 points, while Charity Jordan, Rya Holt, and Emma Worgum added 2 points 

each. The 7th grade team, coached by Jaime Reinstra, won 36-18. Ellie Marble led the team with 

13 points. Josie Harper chipped in 10 points, Kennedy Miller had 8 points, and Chloe Edwards 

added 4 points.  

The girls had home games on Wednesday, 1/24, against Conway. The 8th grade team 

defeated Conway 40-9. The top scorers were Aubrie and Junaper, both scoring 12 points. Charity 

and Emma added 6 points each, while Hannah Grossglass and Cincerrae Grossglass chipped in 2 

points each. The 7th grade team won 55-9. Ellie led the team with 18 points, Josie and Chloe with 

10 points each, and Kennedy with 9 points. Hannah Cook, Juliana Gobert, and Kaliana Bill also 

chipped in with 2 points each.  

To finish off the week, the Braves faced Concrete at home. Due to a lack of Concrete 

players, a combined game was played, consisting of 6 quarters. The score was reset after every 

quarter, but the final tally was 103-14, with the Braves on top. For the 8th grade team, Junaper led 

the team with 29 points. Aubrie added 10, Hannah Grossglass added 3, while Charity and Emma 

added 2 each. Josie led the 7th grade team with 18 points. Ellie and Kennedy both added 17, 

Juliana and Kaliana added 2 each, while Cincerrae chipped in a free throw. Great job Braves in 

your first week of games! 
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7th	Grade:	Get	to	Know	
Josie	Harper	

By  Hadley Shears 
 
Q: What would you risk your life for? 
A: My brother. 
 
Q: What would you do if you lived to 
be 100 years old? 
A: I would probably write about my life. 
 
Q: Who is your favorite author? 
A: J.K. Rowling. 
 
Q: Where in the world would you like 
to get lost? 
A: Nowhere. I don’t like being lost. 
 
Q: Who are your siblings? 
A: My two year-old brother Roman.  
 
Q: What is your favorite color? Why?  
A: Purple and turquoise, because I 
think they’re both very pretty and nice 
colors.   
 
Q: What are you enjoying about your 
first year at LCMS? 
A: I’m enjoying my teachers and 
friends.  
 

LCMS	January	Birthdays	
By Alex Davidson 

• Alex Davidson 2nd 
• Kaliana Bill  4th 
• Kelly Topaum 5th 
• Aubree Jolly 21st 
• Cameron Neal 31st 

 
 

Jokes	
     By  Julian James 

 
Q: What do you get when you cross a snake with a 
pie?  
A: Pie-thon! 
 
Q: What do you call cheese that’s not yours?  
A: Nach-o cheese!  
 
Q: What do you call it when you help a lemon that’s 
in trouble?  
A: Lemon-aid!  
 
Q: Where do hamburgers go to dance? 
A: The meatball! 
 
Q: Why do moon rocks taste better than earth 
rocks? 
A: Because they’re meteor!  
 
Q: Why did the golfer wear two pairs of pants? 
A: In case he got a hole in one! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Person 1:   Knock-knock . 
Person 2:  Who’s there? 
Person 1:   Luke. 
Person 2:  Luke who? 
Person 1:   Luke through the peephole and you’ll see.  
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BRAIN 
TEASERS 

By  Madoc Hiller 
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Presidents’	Day	
By		Junaper	Swanson	

	
 
 
 
 
 
The third Monday in February 

comes every year. Accompanying this 
day is a United States holiday: 
Presidents’ Day! This holiday is more 
than just a simple day off from work or 
school. Presidents’ Day celebrates the 
nation’s former presidents. It was 
founded as a federal holiday in 1879, 
but didn’t officially call it Presidents’ 
Day until 1971. Presidents’ Day 
originally celebrated George 
Washington’s birthday, which is on 
February 22nd. Some across the 
nation also celebrate Abraham 
Lincoln’s birthday in February as well. 
Next month, when this holiday rolls 
around, please take the time to honor 
our past leaders of the nation. Happy 
Presidents’ Day! 

 

										Fun	Facts	
WHY	ARE	EYES	DIFFERENT	COLORS?	 	 	The	color	of	your	eyes	depends	on	how	much	melanin	you	have.		
Melanin	is	a	pigment,	a	substance	that	creates	color	that	is	produced	by	your	body.	Those	who	have	a	lot	
of	pigment	have	brown	eyes.	Very	little	melanin	creates	blue	eyes.		Green	lies	somewhere	in	between.	
	
WHY	ARE	SOME	PEOPLE	COLOR-BLIND?	 		Most	people’s	eyes	have	retinas	made	up	of	small	parts	called	
cones	and	rods.		Rods	help	people	see	in	low	light,	while	cones	allow	people	to	see	objects	in	color.	Each	
cone	has	a	different	pigment,	which	helps	tell	the	difference	between	colors.		Burt	color-blind	people	are	
missing	 certain	 cones.	 	 So	 they	might	 see	 colors,	 but	 not	 the	 right	 ones.	 	 Green	 vegetables	might	 look	
brown,	while	red	and	green	traffic	lights	look	the	same.	
	
COLOR-BLINDNESS	TEST?		Can	you	see	the	number	inside	the	circle?	

 
 

WHY	DO	WE	GET	CRUSTY	STUFF	IN	THE	CORNER	OF	OUR	EYES?		Gunk,	
sleep:	 call	 that	 crusty	 stuff	what	 you	 like,	 but	 the	 real	 name	 is	 rheum	
(pronounced	 “room”).	 	 It’s	 made	 up	 of	 mucus,	 oil	 and	 skin	 cells	 that	
naturally	 seep	 from	 our	 eyes.	 	 As	 it	 dries	 overnight,	 it	 collects	 in	 the	
corners	of	our	eyes.	

 

 
Top	10	Movies	for	January	2018	

By		Mia	Carlton	and	Kaliana	Bill	
	

1.  Forever My Girl 
2. Maze Runner: The Death Cure 
3. 12 Strong  
4. Den Of Thieves 
5. The Post 
6.  Molly’s Game 
7.  Insidious:The Last Key 
8. The Commuter 
9.  Proud Mary 
10. Paddington 2 
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8th	Grade:	Get	To	Know		
Alex	Davidson	
By Kevin Elston 

 
Q: What is your favorite color? 
A: Purple, but my favorite combination is 
blue and orange. 
 
Q: What do you do in your spare time? 
A: Camping. 
 
Q: What’s your favorite animal and 
why?   
A: Red pandas. 
 
Q: Do you have any pets? If so what’s 
their names? 
A: I had a pet cat, and he was named 
Jake.  He died a few months ago. 
 
Q: What is your favorite sport? 
A: Golf. 
 
Q: What is your favorite class? 
A: Aviation. 
 
Q: What do you want to be when you 
grow up? 
A: An engineer, but I don’t know what 
type. 
 
Q: If you could change one thing in 
the school, what would it be? 
A: No school on Friday, but there would 
be more days of school in the year. 
 
Q: Do you have any siblings? If so, 
what are their names? 
A: I have a sister named Samantha, a 
half-sister named Amber, and another 
sister I barely see named Raven.  
 

 

Recipe	of	the	Month:		No-Bake	Cookies	
By Delaney Cobbs 
 

 
 

• ¼ cup packed brown sugar 
• 2 Tablespoons butter, softened 
• ⅛ teaspoon of salt 
• ⅛ teaspoon vanilla 
• 1 Tablespoon milk 
• 5 Tablespoons flour  
• 2 Tablespoons chocolate chips 

 
1. Start by mixing/mashing your softened butter, brown 

sugar, salt and vanilla together until well combined. 
2. Next mix in your 1 Tablespoon of milk. Slowly add in flour, 

1 Tablespoon at a time until you have a cookie dough 
texture. 

3. Finally, add in chocolate chips. Mix until well combined. 
Voila! You have some scrumptious cookie dough ready to 
enjoy! 

Weird	Facts	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• It took the creator of the Rubik’s cube, Erno Rubik, one 

month to solve it once he created it. The current record 

is 5.55 seconds. 

• In 2014, a missing woman on a vacation in Iceland was 

found when it was discovered that she was in the search 

party looking for herself. 

• The most popular item at Walmart is bananas.  They sell 

more bananas than any other single item they have in 

stock. 
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Up	and	Coming	Artists	
By Aliya Neal 

Hadley Shears 7th Grade Florencia Tenorio 6th Grade 
 

 

Ella Simpson 6th Grade 
 Emiliana Jones 6th Grade 

 

Famous	Events	That	Happened	in	January	
By Aliya Neal 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• January 1, 1863: The Emancipation Proclamation by President Abraham Lincoln frees the 

slaves in the states rebelling against the Union. 
• January 3, 1959: Alaska is admitted as the 49th U.S. state. 
• January 4, 1790: President George Washington delivers the first State of the Union 

address. 
• January 19, 1809: (Birthday) - Edgar Allan Poe, poet and writer of mystery and suspense 

tales, is born in Boston, Massachusetts. 
• January 27, 1967: Three American astronauts are killed as a fire erupts inside Apollo 1 

during a launch simulation test at Cape Kennedy, Florida. 
• January 31, 1961: Ham the chimpanzee is sent into space; the first primate to do so. 
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Match each Seahawk with his jersey number, and you might be a 
winner! The first ten students with correct answers will win a prize! 
Just bring this paper to Mr. Novak’s classroom.  

Your Name ________________ 

   
# 3    _____ 
 
# 9    _____ 
 
# 16   _____ 
 
# 25   _____ 
 
# 29   _____ 

   
# 31   _____ 
 
# 68   _____ 
 
# 76   _____ 
 
# 88   _____ 
 
# 89   _____ 

 
  
A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G

H 

I 

J 
 

 

JIMMY GRAHAM 

GERMAIN IFEDI 
 

RICHARD SHERMAN 

EARL THOMAS 

JUSTIN BRITT 

DOUG BALDWIN 
 

TYLER LOCKETT RUSSELL WILSON 

JON RYAN KAM CHANCELLOR 


